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The substitute specification filed on 12-4-03 has not been entered. 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Paul lannizzotto on 5-11-04. 

The specification filed on 2-20-03 has been re-written as follows: 
SPEC I F I CATIONS 

RE: NONSKID STRA I NER 

This un i qu e product w ill all ow th e consum e r to us e both hands wh ile stra i n i ng th ei r food. 
I t attach e s d i r e ctly to th e sink on th o c e nt e r p a rt i tion w i th a l ock i ng m e chan i sm that 
holds it s e cur el y i n p l ac e . Th e stra i n e r w i ll b e mad e of a li ghtw ei ght p l astic and th e 
product wil l b e d i shw a sh e r saf e - 
Title of the Invention: Non-Skid Strainer. 
Cross Reference to Related Applications: None. 

Statement Regarding Federally Sponsored Research or Development: None. 
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Reference to a Sequence Listing, Table, or Computer Program Listing submitted 

on a Compact Disk: None. 

Background of the Invention: None. 

Brief Summary of the Invention: 

This invention relates to strainers for straining food. 

Brief Description of the Drawings: 

Figure 1 shows a front view of the strainer: 

Figure 2 shows a top view of the strainer: 

Figure 3 shows a back view of the strainer: 

Figure 4 shows a side view of the strainer: 

Figure 5 shows a side perspective view of the strainer: and 

Figure 6 shows the strainer mounted to the center partition of a sink. 

Detailed description of the Invention: 

As best shown in FIGS. 1-4, the strainer 100 includes a circular rim 2 having an 
upper side 4 and surrounding a central vertical axis 6. A bowl shaped strainer portion 8 
having an upper peripheral edge 10 is connected to a lower side 12 of the circular rim 2 
and a plurality of perforations 13 extend through the strainer portion 8. A first handle 14 
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is connected to an outer side portion 16 of the circular rim 8. The strainer includes first 
and second legs 18, wherein the first and second legs 18 are attached to an outer side 
portion 20 of the rim and an outer side surface 22 of said strainer portion 8. The first and 
second legs 18 each having a bottom surface 24 positioned below the strainer portion 8 
and aligned parallel to the upper side 4 of the circular rim 2 and a vertical side surface 
26 that is perpendicular to the bottom surface 24 and that faces in a direction away from 
the strainer portion 8. First and second horizontal threaded bores 28 extend into an 
upper portion of the first and second legs 18, respectively. The first and second legs 18 
extend from the outer side portion 19 of the rim 2 that is opposite the outer side portion 
16 of the rim to the which the first handle 14 is connected. As shown in FIG. 1 , the legs 
18 are laterally offset from the central vertical axis 6 of the circular rim 8. The strainer 
includes second handle 30. First and second clamping parts 32 are attached to and 
extend downwardly from opposite sides of the second handle 30. The first and second 
clamping parts 32 each include a vertical side surface 34 that extends parallel to and 
faces toward the respective vertical side surface 26 of the first and second legs 1 8, and 
first and second horizontal bores 36 formed in an upper portion of each of the first and 
second clamping parts 32, respectively. As shown in FIG. 2, the horizontal bores 36 in 
the first and second clamping parts 32 are axiallv aligned with the respective horizontal 
threaded bores 28 in the first and second legs 18. First and second threaded fasteners 
38 are received in the horizontal bores 36 of the first and second clamping parts 32 and 
in the horizontal threaded bores 28 of said first and second legs 18. The first and 
second fasteners 38 are adapted to bias the vertical side surfaces 34 of the first and 
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second clamping parts 32 towards the vertical side surfaces 26 of the first and second 
legs 18. The rim 2. strainer portion 8, first handle 14, first and second legs 18, second 
handle 30, first and second clamping parts 32, and first and second threaded fasteners 
38 are all formed of light-weight plastic that can be washed in a dishwasher. As shown 
in FIG. 6, the opposed vertical side surfaces 40 of the center partition 42 are clamped 
between vertical side surfaces 26 of the legs 1 8 and the vertical side surfaces 34 of the 
clamping parts 32 upon tightening of the first and second threaded fasteners 38 to 
clamp the strainer 100 to the center partition 42 of the sink 200. --. 

The abstract filed on 8-28-01 has been amended as follows: 
- Th i s product w ill b e mad e of po l yur e th a n e . Th e purpos e of th i s product i s to 
m i n i m i z e accid e nta l burns and sp ill ov e rs. W i th i t's un i qu e clamp down f e atur e , th i s 
product w ill do just th a t. M a d e d i shwash e r saf e i t all ows a st e r il c le an i ng. Th i s product 
a l so a ll ows a p e rson to us e both h a nds, contro l t i pov e rs and attach e s saf el y to th e s i nk. 
A strainer for straining food is disclosed wherein. The strainer includes a clamping 
device for clamping the strainer to a center partition of a sink. --. 

Claim 1 filed on 7-31-02, claim 2 filed on 10-7-02, and claim 3 filed on 12-4-03 
have been canceled in favor of new claims 4-5 as follows: 

4. (new) A strainer adapted to be mounted to a center partition of a kitchen sink 
comprising: 
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a circular rim having an upper side and surrounding a central vertical axis; 

a bowl shaped strainer portion having an upper peripheral edge connected to a 
lower side of said circular rim and a plurality of perforations extending through said 
strainer portion; 

a first handle connected an outer side portion of said circular rim; 

a first leg and a second leg, wherein said first and second legs are attached to an 
outer side portion of said rim and an outer side surface of said strainer portion, said first 
and second legs each having a bottom surface positioned below the strainer portion and 
aligned parallel to the upper side of said circular rim and a vertical side surface that is 
perpendicular to said bottom surface and that faces in a direction away from said 
strainer portion, and first and second horizontal threaded bores extending into an upper 
portion of said first and second legs, respectively, wherein said first and second legs 
extend from an outer side portion of said rim that is opposite the outer side portion of 
rim from the which said first handle is connected, wherein said legs are laterally offset 
from the central vertical axis of said circular rim; 

a second handle; 

first and second clamping parts attached to and extending downwardly from 
opposite sides of said second handle; wherein said first and second clamping parts 
each include a vertical side surface that extends parallel to and faces toward the 
respective vertical side surface of said first and second legs, and first and second 
horizontal bores formed in an upper portion of each of said first and second clamping 
parts, respectively, said horizontal bores in said first and second clamping parts being 
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axially aligned with the respective horizontal threaded bores in the first and second legs; 
and 

first and second threaded fasteners received in the horizontal bores of said first 
and second clamping parts and in the horizontal threaded bores of said first and second 
legs, wherein said first and second fasteners are adapted to bias the vertical side 
surfaces of said first and second clamping parts towards the vertical side surfaces of 
said first and second legs; 

whereby opposed vertical side surfaces of the center partition are clamped 
between vertical side surfaces of said legs and the vertical side surfaces of said 
clamping parts upon tightening of said first and second threaded fasteners to clamp said 
strainer to said center partition. 

5. (new) The strainer according to claim 4, wherein said rim, said strainer portion, 
said first handle, said first and second legs, said second handle, said first and second 
clamping parts, and said first and second threaded fasteners are all formed of light- 
weight plastic that can be washed in a dishwasher. 

The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and 
agreed upon by applicant: All of the drawing Figures filed in this application have been 
canceled in favor of sheets 1 -2 attached hereto of which had been filed on 8-28-01 and 
of which have been amended to include labels, lead lines, and reference numerals. In 
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order to avoid abandonment of the application, applicant must make these above 
agreed upon drawing changes. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Van Dieren is 
considered the closest prior art, however, Van Dieren fails to teach or suggest the 
instantly claimed relation of first and second legs attached to an outer side portion of the 
rim and an outer side surface of the strainer portion, the first and second legs each 
having a bottom surface positioned below the strainer portion and aligned parallel to the 
upper side of the circular rim and a vertical side surface that is perpendicular to said 
bottom surface and that faces in a direction away from the strainer portion, and first and 
second horizontal threaded bores extending into an upper portion of the first and 
second legs, respectively, wherein the first and second legs extend from an outer side 
portion of said rim that is opposite the outer side portion of rim from the which the first 
handle is connected, wherein the legs are laterally offset from the central vertical axis of 
the circular rim, a second handle, first and second clamping parts attached to and 
extending downwardly from opposite sides of the second handle, the first and second 
clamping parts each include a vertical side surface that extends parallel to and faces 
toward the respective vertical side surface of the first and second legs, and first and 
second horizontal bores formed in an upper portion of each of thed first and second 
clamping parts, respectively, the horizontal bores in the first and second clamping parts 
being axially aligned with the respective horizontal threaded bores in the first and 
second legs, and first and second threaded fasteners received in the horizontal bores of 
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the first and second clamping parts and in the horizontal threaded bores of the first and 
second legs, wherein the first and second fasteners are adapted to bias the vertical side 
surfaces of the first and second clamping parts towards the vertical side surfaces of the 
first and second legs as recited in instant claim 4. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew 0 Savage whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 146. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 6:00am-2:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda W. Walker can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 151 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Matthew 0 Savage 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1723 
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